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“American Teacher” Begins
the Conversation at Skidmore

by Daniel Schechtman
Saratoga TODAY

SARATOGA SPRINGS - Out of
3.2 million teachers currently
employed in the United States, 1.8
million - over half - will be eligi-
ble for retirement over the next 10
years. Across New York State,
school budgets have taken a beat-
ing, with many local districts cut-
ting positions and staff in
response to shrinking revenues
and a two percent property tax
cap. Hundreds if not thousands of
college graduates trying to break
into the profession are being
turned down and turned away,
fresh young talent left unused and
disillusioned after years of college

training and heavy coursework.
For those who do manage to break
into the system, 46 percent find
themselves with no other choice
but to leave the profession after
five years, due in large part to
crippling college debt, poor wages
and numerous other challenges.

"I think right now our culture
has accepted the fact that going
into teaching assumes people are
going to take a vow of poverty,"
said Ninive Calegari, a producer
for the documentary, "American
Teacher." "But I think given that
we're about to have more than half
of the teaching force eligible for
retirement in the near future, it
means we have an opportunity to
change some of those expecta-
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HPV is one of the most common sexually transmitted diseases,
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tions and norms. I think we should
ask - what do we want for this
profession moving forward?"

It's a question that the new doc-
umentary, "American Teacher,"
tries to tackle head on. Following
the lives of four teachers from dif-
ferent backgrounds working in
vastly different environments, the
movie, directed by Vanessa Roth,
examines some of the challenges
America's educators face, and
encourages the public to start
redefining the way we think about
the profession.

"The Education Department [at
Skidmore] is hosting a screening
of this film to contribute to the
conversation about the work of
teachers, and what it means to be
a teacher," said Hope Casto, an
assistant professor of education
studies at Skidmore. Skidmore
will be hosting a screening of the
movie Wednesday, October 12 at
7 p.m. at the Tang Museum. Held
in the Payne Room, all are wel-
come to attend this free event.

One of the themes of the film,
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and certainly
one of the great-
est challenges
facing the
teaching profes-
sion, is closely
tied to how the
public perceives
educators. By
intimately fol-
lowing the
struggles of
four teachers
across the coun-
try,  Calegari
hopes the public
will get a better
understanding
of just how dif-
ficult a teacher's
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“A film about
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job is, as well as
how underval-
ued the profes-

Skidmore is hosting a screening of

"American Teacher” Wednesday, October 12 at 7
p.m. Held at the Tang Museum in the Payne Room,
the screening is open to the public and free for all

sion has
become. to attend.
"I think one

of the first things that you have to
do is you change the salary," said
Calegari. "The reason you do that
is, as an American society, we
care very much about what people
earn. I think as long as 62 percent
of teachers have second jobs, we
are eroding the prestige that the
profession deserves. I want people
to have a better understanding of
the complexity of the work, and
the people who are doing that
complex work need to be free
from financial stress so that they
can bring that magic into the
classroom and build their connec-
tions with kids."

While there are many chal-
lenges facing teachers in the cur-
rent educational system, especial-
ly financial challenges, Casto sees
hope for the future of the

profession.

"We have a chance to shift the
way we think about the teaching
force, and we have a great oppor-
tunity to send a lot of young peo-
ple into schools and to reform our
schools for the better," Casto said.
"You often hear of the first hired,
first fired standard - so at the same
time we're talking about a shifting
labor market, we're not seeing that
right now. How many young peo-
ple are we turning away from the
profession instead of welcoming
them in the door? But I have to be
optimistic," she added. "I think it
benefits us all to have a conversa-
tion about what we think our
schools are for, and we need to
discuss how we're going to help
them out."
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Empire State College
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See the exhibition online:
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